Winter 2009

Volume 39, Issue 1

SOUTHERN
CALIFORNTA

SCAEYC Board
2008-2010

Lisa Wilkin
lisaw@cdcla.org
President

Kathleen Pompey
kpompey@mac.com
President-elect

Selma Sanchez
selmas@cdcla.org
Vice President,

Membership

Jen Huen Chan
scaeyc.jennifer@gmail.com
Vice President, Programs

Rachel Johnson
scaeyc.rachel@gmail.com
Vice President, Programs

Elizabeth Robitaille
edrobitaille@socal.rr.com
Treasurer

Holly Reynolds
hollyreynolds@earthlink.net
Past President

Fran Chasen, Chair
franchasen@msn.com
CAEYC Public Policy

Hytosha McDaniels, Chair
hmcdaniels@foothillcds.org
East Valleys Committee

Carol Hiestand
chiestand@socal.rr.com
Blanca Alarcon
blanca.alarcon@cdcla.org
Accreditation Chairs

Betsy Hiteshew
hiteshew_elizabeth@smc.edu
Member-at-Large

Southern California Association for the Education of Young Children (SCAEYC)
“Nurturing the growth and development of early childhood leaders in Southern California

f'f
Dear SCACYC ArriLiate MMemsers,

Ye XoPe YOUR new Year WILL BRING GROWLX,
OPPORTUNIYY and success!  Just as we
WORK VONARD FaCILIVatinG OPPORTUNIIES FOR
SUCcess In eacx OF tHe FamiLles We SeRrve,
YOUR PROFeSSIONal ORGanIzation NILL DO
VHe same t0 StReNGiXen and SUPPORY YOU
In  YOUR PROFeSSIONAL GROMYK  anp
COMVINUING SUCCeSS.

I Jomep NACYC wxen ] was a Cxiwp
DeveLorment maJsoR In coLLeGe. MMy
MOVHEeR, WXO Was aLs0 an €aRLY CXILDXOOD
eDUCAtOR, SUGGEeSteD tXat It WOULD Be
BeNeriCiaL vo me. | was XaPpy v0 ReceIve
vie Issues OF Younc CXILDRen amp txe
ReDUCeD REGIStRatlon Fees av Local, stave
and navionaL  COnreRences. my
MEeMBERSKIP Gaye Mme ReSOURCES L0 HeLP
me Be a BetteR VODDLEeR teacyeRr and | was
XaPPY t0 JUSt SR BaCK, senp In my
MEeMBERSXIP DuUes and enJoy wxav |
ReceIyeD FROM tXe ORGanzavion. | ¥ap a
YaGUe Notion vHav tHeRe WeRe INDIYIDUALS
WXO0 DID tHe HaRD WORK t0 Mmaxe SURe tHav
NeWSLetteRs WeRe PRODUCED, CONFeRences
WeRe PLaXMeD and ORGanIzZe, anp
MEeMBERSKIP Was ReCRUIeD, BUt | wasnv
SURe ] HaD vHe tIme V0 HeLP OUv and, even
VHOUGH | SORUV OF wanteD t0 Be INYOLYeD,
XON WOULD | Know Wxav to Do, OR Xow to
DO It. | was wamning vo Be askeD.

and advocating for the highest quality of early childhood education for all young children.”

President’s Message

Many, many veaRs LateR a FRIend OF mme
INyYReD me v0 PaRMCIPAte as a GuUest m a
BOARD meevmG OF txe Communnies oF €asv
Los Anceres (C@LA) cxarier, tye one my
MOVHER XaD BeLOnGeD Y0 OYeR UHe YeaRs.
CCLA was I vHe RearriLiatlon PROCeSS WNILX
NACYC anp was LOOKING FOR INDIYIDUALS WXO
WOULD Be WILLING L0 SeRYe On one OF tHeIR
commntees. As vie Director oF an NACYC
aCCReDIeD CHILD CaRe cemteR In BoyLe Helauvs,
| aGReeD v0 SeRYe as tHe CHaIRPeRSON OF
CeLA’s Accrepnravion commntee, anp | ¥ap my
FIRSY RealL OPPORTUNRY t0 See XOW IMPORvam
VHe YOLIeeRs Wxo serve on vie ACYC Boarps
and coMumniees aRe v0 tXe SUCCESS OF tXe
ORGanIzation.

In 2004, ] cov anovyer myravion, vXis vime vo
SeRye as tHe RecORDING SecCRevaRY FOR txe
Somxern Carirornmia Assoclation FOR txe
eoucation oF YoumG CxiLbren (SCACYC) Boaro.
] mev vie mosv amazmG, pepicaved PeOPLe WHO
WeRe commnied vo Re-Invemmé SCACYC rrom
a ReGIonal arriLIave OYeRseemG aLL OF txe
10Cal CXaPveRs In soutieRn CaLIFORmIa to0 a
STRONG arFiLIate unpeR vie new NACYC Rules.
In vie wwo yvears vxat | was Recorbme
SecRetaRY | Xap an OPPORVUMRY t0 ReaLLy
OBSERYe UXe ORGanIzavion, QUIetLY (?) KeePmG
tHe MInutes OF tHe mMeevnGs WXILe VHINGS
WeRe UNFOLDING aROUMD me anp | ReallzeD Xow
imporvant SCACYC was as a leaber In txe
€aRLY CHILDHOOD CONMUMUMRY In  SOUTHERN
CaLIroRrnia.
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P reS | dent ’ S M eSSElCle (continued from page 1)

SCAEYC-East Valleys
announces

A FAMILY FAIRE
Month of the Young
Child Kick-off
Celebration

11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Saturday,
April 4, 2009

(in the event of rain, event will be
held on the next Saturday)

Parnell Park
(Scott Avenue at
Mulberry)

This event is hosted by
City of Whittier

The City of Whittier also
celebrates

Month of the Family,
which honors the many
groups who support
families and provide
invaluable information
and resources.

This event is free* and
hosts hands-on activities
for children and
provides information for
families.

*Additional park activities
require a $3 per child wrist band.

For information or to
register for a table,
contact City of Whittier
Community Services.
562.464.3434

Servinc on vxe Boarp oF SCACYC xas
Been a WONDeRFUL exPeRience FOR me
vHese Past FOUR YeaRs and | wisx | xabn’v
YaneDp SO LOnG t0 Be an actIve PaRuvICIPanmy
In vi1s orGanrzavion. SCACYC Is vRuLY one
OF tHe MOSY ResPected eaRLY CXILDXO00D
ORGaNIZavions and as SUCH, Has Been asked
10 RePReseMt tHe eaRLY CXILDX0OD
conmumunnry In many ways. As vye LarGesv
ACYC arriiate m Los Anceles, we age
RePResemed on vxe Los AnceLes Coumty
Cxiep Care Pramnme Commmtee anp uvxe
Los Anceres Coumy Cxip Care Policy
RounpvaBle. We  speaRxeaned  txe
Campaien ror Miex Quainy €anLy
LearnnG StanpagrDs t0 POSIIYELY ImPact
VHe DeveLoPmentv OF tye stave PReSCHOOL
stanbards. We aLs0 PaRtiCIPateD as a
StaKeXOLDeR ORGamization In vxe Los
AnGeres UniversaL PReSCHOOL DesiGn

NAEYC and Local
Accreditation Resources

Thanks to the feedback and
comments that programs have made
to the NAEYC Academy about the
accreditation process, NAEYC has
recently announced the creation of
the NAEYC Accreditation Program
Support Department. This department
was created to work directly with
early childhood programs, NAEYC
affiliates, and accreditation
facilitation projects. The
Department, 1 800-424-2460, ext. 3,
has knowledgeable staff available to
answer  questions  about  the
accreditation process. Please call
them with your questions.

In addition, the Department can guide
you through the resources you may
need by using the TORCH. The
Online Resources Center
Headquarters (TORCH) has valuable
resources for anyone without any

PROCeSS.

You xave an oOPPORVIMRY t0 meer and

WORK WK a GROUP OF YERY DYnamic
INDIYIDUALS WHO aRe conumitted t0 CHILDRen
and 10 DeYeLOPING 1eaneRs In OUR

comnumny. Don't maxe vye same misvaxe
tXar | DID anp wam FOR Ssomeone to0 Reap
yYour mmp. Come vo our BoarD meermes,

YOLUNtEeR 10 SeRYe On a conmumntee, HeLP

WX UHe newsLetteR OR NeBSIte, Renew
YOUR MEMBERSHIP. We neep eanry

CHILDXOOD PROFeSSIONALS LIKe YOU t0 Step
UP 0 Be tHe next GeneRravion OF LeaDeRs

In tHe eaRLY CHILDX00D conumumny In Los
Anceles.

Sincerely,
Lisa WiLxm, Presmem

cost. You can have access to many of
the forms needed to prepare for
accreditation. Simply follow the self-
registration instruction by going to
http://Ims.naeyc.org/iCohere/torch. If
you have any questions, please contact
NAEYC at 1800-424-2460, ext. 3.

Locally, for more information about
the accreditation process, check out
the SCAEYC Spring Conference on
May 16th and join us for the scheduled
NAEYC Accreditation Workshop!
We also want to gather people together
who are going through, or will be
working on, NAEY C accreditation and
want to be a part of a support group.
E-mail us if you are interested in
participating. We will work together
to schedule a time and place for a first
meeting and work with you!

SCAEYC Accreditation Committee
Blanca Alarcon and Carol Hiestand
Call or e-mail Carol: 818 886-5531
or chiestand@socal.rr.com
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

CCDAA
66" Annual Conference
“Many Voices,
One Message”
March 11-13, 2009
Sacramento Radisson
Sacramento, CA

P e
'L\CCD!‘A) Child Development Administrators Association
" — AT YRALES GO MEsLagE

www.ccdaa.org

IDA of CALIFORNIA
14th CONFERENCE

SAVE THE DATE!

APRIL 22 -24, 2010

The Riverside Convention Center -
Riverside, CA

(AYATA

www.idaofcalorg

naeyc

Annual Conference Information

NAEYC conferences bring
together early childhood educators

representing many roles—teaching

staff, program administrators,
students, researchers and teacher
educators—to discuss the latest
ideas and learn from one another.

2009 NAEYC Annual Conference
& Expo - November 18-21,
Washington, DC

2010 NAEYC Annual Conference
& Expo - November 3-6, Anaheim,

For details on registration,

log on to www.naeyc.org

or call (800) 424-2460.

"Together We Make a
Difference" Early Care
and Education

Conference

Saturday, March 28, 2009
8:00 am - 4:00 pm (Pacific Time)

This year, Connections For Children
joins with the Center for Community
and Family Services and Crystal
Stairs, Inc. to present an exciting,
informative conference for early
childhood educators.

The 2009 "Together We Make A
Difference" Early Care and
Education Conference features
renowned keynote speaker
Jonathan Mooney, author of
Learning Outside the Lines and
The Short Bus. The conference
offers a wide selection of
workshop sessions that will inspire
your work with young
children. The conference will
take place at the CARSON
COMMUNITY CENTER 801 E.
Carson Avenue, Carson, CA

The CAEYC website hosts
a variety of useful
resources.
Explore the website, and
note the opportunities to
apply for preschool and
primary teaching
scholarships!
WWWw.caeyc.org

CAEYC 2009

Annual Conference Information

Dates
Conference & Exposition
Thursday, March 26
- Saturday, March 28, 2009

Conference Location
Sacramento
Convention Center

CALIFORNIA
ASSOCIATION foe the
EDUCATION o

YOUMNG CHILIFHEN

[ U] coNFERENCE & EXPO

The Optimal Way 1o Leam

March 26-28 » Sacramento, California

It is the supreme art of the
teacher to awaken joy in
creative expression and
knowledge.

-Albert Einstein



http://www.naeyc.org/

Southern California
Association for the
Education of Young
Children (SCAEYC)

Newsletter Editor:
12113 Parise Drive
Whittier, CA 90604

FAX:
562.944.6815

E-MAIL:
kpompey@mac.com

Newsletter Deadlines:

February 28, 2009
April 30, 2009

Future newsletters will
be on-line. See
information in this
newsletter.

NAEYC, CAEYC &
SCAEYC ON-LINE!

See us at:
Wwww.naeyc.org
Www.caeycCc.org

Www.scaeyc.net
scaeyc coming soon!

SCAEYC NEWSLETTER

12113 PARISE DRIVE

WHITTIER, CA 90604

What’s inside a SCAEYC Membership?

Increase your awareness of and engage in conversations regarding current
events and trends in child development; garner ideas to increase your
classroom or administrative effectiveness; revitalize yourself with laughter
from hilarious and actual classroom glimpses; receive the latest publications
(with a comprehensive membership), and YOUNG CHILDREN, the NAEYC
publication, and your local affiliate newsletter(s); know the people who can
lead you to job opportunities and career ideas...and more. A membership in
a strong and vibrant professional organization provides a valuable personal
investment, whether you are a student, new teacher, or seasoned mentor.
Log on to the member site at www.naeyc.org and make time to join, rejoin, or
renew. We will look for you at meetings and events. (And Board Meetings
the 3rd Saturday of each month!) We will be the ones with the nametags

LSE:AE\;C Calendar—Looking Forward

February 21, 2009 — Region 5 “Job-
A-Like” for all members interested in

The Public Policy Committee
frequently meets immediately before

leadership positions. SCAEYC Board will
meet at 8:00 a.m. at this event on the
Santa Monica College Bundy Campus

SCAEYC Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are open to all members
and are held at:

CDCLA

1930 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 602

Los Angeles, CA 90057

Validated parking and refreshments
provided. Please RSVP to Lisa at
lisaw@cdcla.org

March 21, 2009 9:30 AM
April 18, 2009 9:30 AM
May 16, 2009 9:30 AM
June 20, 2009 9:30 AM

each Board Meeting at 8:00 AM at
the CDCLA office. Please join us to
learn about what is happening in
Early Childhood in our communities
and in California, and what we can
do to impact public policy affecting
children. RsVP to kpompey@mac.com

APRIL 4 (SAT): SCAEYC-E.Valleys
MONTH OF THE YOUNG CHILD
11:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.

Parnell Park , Whittier

Info: Kathleen 562-907-4937

MAY 7 (THURS): TEACHER

RECOGNITION DINNER-E.Valleys
Info: Kathy Holguin 909-466-0530
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LOOKING TOWARD A GREENER TOMORROW!
IMPORTANT NEWS ABOUT FUTURE NEWSLETTERS!

In Fhe coming monkhs, khe Southern California Associakion For Fhe Educalkion of
Young Children ((SC/A\EYC)) will be launching new inkernel fFeakures and a welbsike
Fhat will enhance your experience wikh professional development programs,
resource links, communicaltion and events.

In Fhe inferesk of encouraging bokh an economical and ecological approach,
beginning wikh Fhe next newslelter, and hopefully prior Fo the summer, all
communicalions Fo memlbers will be senk our via e-mail only, unless ofrherwise
requested. To reach our members who do nol have dccess or availability o Fhe
internel, hard copies of the newslelter will skill be mailed by written request.

IF you have not yer updated your naeyc memlbership with your current e-mail
address, or Fhink Fhalk we do nol have your e-mail address on File, send us a nole
at scaeyc®gmailcom wikh Fhe subjecl: Update fo Member Email Address.

Should you wish fo conkinue o receive hard copies of the SCAEYC Newsleltrer and
ofher memlber communicakions Fhrough Fhe mail you may indicakte your
preference for a mailed copy and send your requestk ro fhe SCAEYC office al
CDCT A-

CAEYC REGION 5 (T]h@[]F”S US) -- JOB-A-LIKE WORKSHOP

You are an AEYC member /@/ﬁ want Fo /@@/ You are a leader /@/ﬁ hope fFo
1‘0)@/ You want fo know how seasoned affiliale leaders handle rhe
various rasks and responsibilities. You wani Fo LEARN.

You wani fo LEAD. You wanit fo CONNECT. This is For YOU!
Stvudents welcome. No charge Fo alfendees. MFF//L//A TE NOTE: $25 per
affiliate,)

DATE: Salturday, February 21, 2009

PLACE: Sanla Mohica College, BUNDY Camjpus, 3171 S. Bundy Drive, Los
Angeles = ROOM 339

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:


mailto:scaeyc@gmail.com

800 am. SCAEYC Board Meeling

9:00-NOON JOB-A-LIKE

Affiliare leaders: Invite board and committee memlbers and give Dan
Fhe lisk of aktendees.

RSVP no laker Fhan February 13 Fo Dan Savage atk

Daniel Savage® ca.rr.com
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In Memory of Tireless Child Advocates

Tom Hunter

As a frequenk presenter afF local regional stake and nakional
conferences for the Associarion for Fhe Educalion of Young Children,
Tom Hunker was no skranger fo selting Fhe fone, and having jusk Fhe
right words each fFime we had him grace our affiliate events. He
warmed hearts and opened eyes as his quick wir and good humor
filtered inko his songs, even as Fhey were growing from rhe ideas and
momenks with the crowd. Tom loved and shared in ways Fhal every
parent wishes fFor his/her child fo do as an adulk.

The sad news of Tom's illness and subsequenk passing Frickled inko
Fhe hearts of members who shared a deep and abiding hisrory wikh
him. Many were grasping for words fo express grarirude and love
for Fhe immense joy and pure refreshment he infused info a
complicated world. Much of whal we know aboul children, fFamilies,
life, love, joy and the Full range of emotions was enhanced while being
around Tom. He brought the besk of music and life Fo everyone who
came in conktack wikh him, whether Fhrough his music or the examjple
of his life. His music, still available, relevant and Frouching, is available
from Fhe Song Growing Company (WWWJF@]mhU]ﬁ\]F@lh@@ﬁﬂ))., and will
conftinue Fo enliven adulrs and childrens hearts. His songs will be as
Fimeless fo adults and children in Fhe fukure as on Fhe day Fhe songs
were written from Tom’s vibrant, loving and caring spiri.

Esther Sutton

Persistenl and dedicated, loving and kind, Esther Sutton remained
tireless in her passion Fo recruir and suskain members Ffor SCAEYC,
especially encouraging an inrerest in underskanding how public policy
dffecks daily work with children and Families. IF she wasnT in
legislalors’ offices, she was wriring or calling jusk Fo updake Fhem,
cajole Fhem or compliment them. Members hold dear fo Fheir hearks
the shared memories of Irips Fo Sdadcramento and lively visits Fo
commiktee mMmeekings with Eskther. She was always reminding us o


http://www.tomhunter.com/
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“write a lefrer.” So, now we will continue o write, in her memory and in
her honor, and o do Fhe right Fhing For children.

Helen Coffey

Helen Faughl Fhose who knew her with her every word, her every
interackion. Her involvement with Fhe League of Women Volers,
SCAEYC, and various ofher organizakions promoling dckive awareness
of children’s issues drew us inko her world and her work. Helen and
husband, Bob, volunieered rirelessly in many communiky
organizakions, helping countless numbers of children and their
families. If you had ever been o their home, you will recall Fhe joyful,
warm and sincerely inviting almosphere, coupled with energy o
complete the tasks al hand. Helen willingly and generously shared,
provided a model, and leftr a dynamic legacy.

Somx¥ern CaLirornia fissociavion FoR vie €pucation oF Youné CXiLpren-€ast YaLLeys

CaL Pory Pomona CxiLoren’s Cenmter
PReSeNt

txe Xumanny oF Our WoRK ¥i¥ CXILDRen

A leacxer Arrreciation Dinner
Yo Inspire Us, Murvure Us, anp UrxoLp txe Nosury or Our Sxarep Xork
WX Cxipren anp bxeir Famiies
FearurInG

Norma YerpuGo SvRyker, M.A.

Associate ScxooL Director, Leap Kmmpercartven teacxer
Uxe Broapoaxs CHILDRen’s ScxooL oF Wxmntier ColLece

Uxurspay, May 7, 2009

CaL PoLy Pomona Universny

Bronco Stupenmv Center, Ursa MMnor (BuiLome 35)
PaRKING FOR VXe eYeninG WILL COSt $5 PeR CaR anp can Be PURCHased at Parkme Lov C.
Parxme 1s avaiLasLe In Lots C, D, & G. FoR DRIYING DIReCHIONS GO L0 WWW.CSUPOMONA.eDK

Cxecx-m 6:00 p.m.
Dimner 6:30 r.;m.



http://www.csupomona.edu/
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Keynore 75 r.m
Avsournmen: 8:00 r.m.

Cost: $20.00 per person mncLuves FULL lrallan DINNER, SPeaKeR, NEXWORKING, DOOR PRIZeS.

BRMG: YOUR envige Svarr, a PXOtO BOARD L0 SHOWCASe YOUR SCX0OL, 10 coPIes OF one OF YOUR OWN XIIMOROUS
“KID-StORIeS” t0 SXaRe. Ye WILL SHaRe OUR SLORIES, OUR WORK, OUR SMILeS, and OUR JOYS.

DeabLme FoR Reservavions: APRIL 20, 2009
CxecKs/money ORDERS OnLY, anp pavasLe vo: SCACYC-Cast YaLleys.
ReseRrvations are LImiveD and accepted In tXe ORDER RecerveD.

For more mrormation: Kaixy Xoracum (909) Y66-0530
a1 ReseRyarions and CYecK v0: Xwosxa McDaniers, Director
Ixe Seevling Scxoor, 1035 West XNarrison Aye., Claremon, €A 91711
émair: Xmcpanlels@roorXILLCDS.0RG
IncLube tHe FOLLOWING INFORMavion:
ScxooL Name: DIRectoR:
Rrrenpee(s):

IncLupe names or eacx artenpee. ADD a seParave Sxeet, IF neepeb.
How Many? Meav Lasagna* YeaGevarlan Lasacna#

RﬂND =] P [ | . [ [+ ] r 1 [ A

BELRELE ] Child Care & Early Education Task Force

RAND Community Conference on Early Childhood Issues

Thank you to RAND, the Santa Monica Child Care and Early Education Task
Force, Principal investigator Lynn Karoly, Ph.D., a senior economist at RAND,
Assemblymember Julia Brownley (D-41), Nick Ippolito, Children and Social
Services Deputy to Los Angeles County Supervisor Don Knabe (Chairman of First
5 LA), and Nancy Strohl, Executive Director, The Child Care Law Center, for a
fascinating and informative conference. For those unable to attend the
January 31 RAND conference on Early Childhood issues, the SCAEYC office has
a set of research materials available for review during board meetings.
Interested in purchasing your own? Log on to:
http://www.rand.org/pubs/online/children.

ADDRIONAL RESOURCES

The Changing Face of the United States
The Influence of Culture on Early Child Development
By Beth Maschinot, PhD

ZERO TO THREE's mission is to support the healthy development and well-being of infants, toddlers, and their
families. We are a national, nonprofit, multidisciplinary organization that advances our mission by informing,
educating, and supporting adults who influence the lives of infants and toddlers.

BOOK avalLaBLe FOR DOWNLOAD FROM ZeRo vo TXRee (WWW.ZEROVOLXRee.0RG)



http://www.rand.org/media/experts/bios/karoly_lynn_a.html
http://www.rand.org/pubs/online/children
http://www.zerotothree.org/
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Herrold, K., and O’Donnell, K. (2008). Parent and Family Involvement in
Education, 2006-07 School Year, From the National Household Education Surveys
Program of 2007 (NCES 2008-050). National Center for Education Statistics,
Institute of Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education. Washington, DC.
August 2008

NCES World Wide Web Home Page is. http://nces.ed.gov.

NCES World Wide Web Electronic Catalog is: http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch.

The National Household Education Surveys Program website is:

http://nces.ed.gov/nhes.

The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) is the primary federal entity for
collecting, analyzing, and reporting data related to education in the United States and
other nations. It fulfills a congressional mandate to collect, collate, analyze, and report
full and complete statistics on the condition of education in the United States; conduct
and pubilish reports and specialized analyses of the meaning and significance of such
statistics; assist state and local education agencies in improving their statistical systems;
and review and report on education activities in foreign countries.

Setting the Agenda for Children Report Card ‘09

Children Now is a nonpartisan research and advocacy organization working to raise
children’s well-being to the top of the national policy agenda. the organization focuses
on ensuring quality health care, a solid education and a positive media environment
for all children. Children Now’s strategic approach creates awareness of children’s
needs, develops effective policy solutions and engages those who can make change
happen. www.childrennow.org Phone: 510.763.2444 Email: info@childrennow.org

¥

World Organization for Early Childhood Education

OMEP is an international, non-governmental and non-profit organization concerned with all
aspects of early childhood education and care (ECEC).

OMEP defends and promotes the rights of the child to education and care worldwide and
supports activities which improve accessibility to high quality education and care.

OMERP is currently established in over 60 countries and is represented at meetings of UNESCO,
UNICEF, and other international organisations with similar aims.

OMEP is the World Organization for Children’s Rights, Wellbeing, and Early Education
Whittier College is home to the First Collegiate Chapter.
All events at no charge. More information or RSVP to Kathleen Pompey at 562-907-4937.

FILM SERIES (RSVP- FREE PIZZA!)

Wednesday, February 11, 2009, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m., Broadoaks Preschool Building
Parking at the lot adjacent to 13514 Olive Drive, Whittier, CA 90601
“Katrina’s Children,” a powerful and moving documentary about Hurricane Katrina




and its aftermath told through the eyes and in the words of children.

Wednesday, April 15, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m., Broadoaks Preschool Room

Parking at the lot adjacent to 13514 Olive Drive, Whittier, CA 90601
“Invisible Children” exposes the effects of a 20-year war on the children of Northern Uganda. These
children are forced to fight as a part of violent army live in fear of abduction by rebel soldiers.

AWARENESS WORKSHOPS FOR THE COLLEGE AND COMMUNITY

Wednesday, March 4, 2009, 5:30- 7:00 p.m.:
Workshop on the International Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)

FIELD TRIPS

Tour of California Capitol and Interviews with Legislators and Staff
Focusing on Child-related Issues + Activities in the CAEYC Child Advocacy Center
Sacramento, California
March 26 and 27, 2009

CHILD ADVOCACY

Broadoaks Children’s School and OMEP “Children Helping Children” Projects
Throughout the year, OMEP members work with Broadoaks children
on projects to help children in need, both nearby and in far corners of the world.

PREPARING TO PARTICIPATE IN THE WORLD CONGRESS ON CHILDREN
August 2010 in Goteborg, Sweden with Dr. Judith Wagner, OMEP-USA
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Investing in kids a smart bet

By Ginger Swigart

From dailynews.com

As the nation and California struggle through an economic crisis, a new administration and Congress gear
up to make choices for our future. The right choice to strengthen our economy is to invest in children.

It is imperative that high-quality, affordable, and accessible early childhood education becomes a priority
in state and national investments and policy-making. Focusing our efforts on early childhood education
both at the grass-roots level and on a national stage will ensure the strength of America today and in the
future.

James Heckman of the University of Chicago and Arthur Rolnick of the Federal Reserve Bank of
Minnesota are among some of our nation's top economists who agree that the investment in early
childhood education leads to a significant return.

Thomas F. Cooley, a dean of the New York University- Stern School of Business wrote in Forbes.com,
"Education, as we all know, is a cumulative process. Thus, calling for a highly educated implies, almost
by definition, that individuals receive both early childhood development and a solid education from
kindergarten on up."

Cooley also echoed research proving that children who receive proper early childhood development and
education in areas like language, motor skills, social skills and emotional support are less likely to drop
out of school, commit crimes and require government support later in life.

Simply put, investing in early childhood education lays the foundation for children to succeed in school,
work and life.

The California Association for the Education of Young Children strongly believes that our nation cannot
wait any longer to make a high- quality, well-financed system of early childhood education a priority in
every state and community. Investments in the Child Care & Development Block Grant and for Head
Start would help hardworking families, while saving future expenses for them and the nation.

For eight years, early childhood education has not been adequately funded, yet costs to run and maintain
child- care facilities and early learning programs have increased at a faster rate than inflation. Several
states have instituted cutbacks in their child-care- assistance policies since February 2008. Here in
California, we've seen many proposed cutbacks to early childhood education and child- care assistance as
our leaders continue to try to find solutions to our state's budget deficit. The economic woes of California
can be seen in several other states and will only be countered by a local, state and nationwide
commitment to strong, high-quality early childhood education.

Investments in early childhood education would also keep and create jobs in early childhood, which is an
economic sector as well. This is also a critical time for investments in human capital and the creation of a
vibrant work force. According to one study, by making it possible for parents to work, the licensed child-
care sector allows Americans to earn more than $100 billion annually. A thriving early childhood
education field leads to three thriving work forces: families who depend on child care to work, the early
childhood work force that would continue providing the care and education, and the future of children
who are benefiting from the programs.

As we move forward as a nation in solving California's, and our nation's, economic troubles and building

upon what works, early childhood education must remain a priority. Supporting children is not just the
right thing to do; it is one of the smartest investments we can make for our nation's future.

Ginger Swigart is the president for the California Association for the Education of Young Children.



